Prayer on entering
a place of study

יְ ִהי ָרצוֹן ִמ ְלּ ָפנֶ י
בוֹתי
ַ אהי ֲא
ֵ ֵהי ו
ַ ה׳ ֱא
תּוֹר ֶת
ָ ֶשׁ ָתּ ִאיר ֵעינַ י ִבּ ְמאוֹר
… וְ ַת ִצּ ֵילנִ י ִמ ָכּל ִמ ְכשׁוֹל וְ ָטעוּת
יִתּן ָח ְכ ָמה
ֵ ִכּי ה׳

a resource for Tikkun Leyl Shavuot

וּתבוּנָ ה
ְ ִמ ִפּיו ַד ַעת

An invitation to learn
The tradition of studying together on Tikkun Leyl Shavuot – the eve of Shavuot
– epitomises the Jewish passion for, and commitment to communal learning.
The model of Chavruta – exploring Jewish texts with a partner or a group –
creates a space for reflection, growth, participation, diversity and tolerance.
Through this resource we hope to bring together the tradition of Tikkun Leyl
Shavuot and the model of Chavruta to supplement your learning event.
These pages contain six sources which address the theme of ‘Offerings’ –
exploring the relationship between intention and ritual, God and scripture, and
the ultimate value of making offerings. Each source consists of either one or
two texts, plus some discussion questions to get the conversation flowing.
It is not necessary to explore every text, nor to answer every question.
You may wish to study with a partner or in a group (or both) and the session
may last for twenty minutes or for hours on end … the decisions are yours!
However you choose to learn or teach the material, we hope that you will find
it both stimulating and illuminating.
chavruta@limmud.org

May it be Your will
God, my God, and the God
of my ancestors,
that you guide my eyes with
the light of Your Torah
and save me from stumbling
and making mistakes …
For God gives wisdom
and from God’s mouth
come knowledge and
understanding.

ה-א:בראשית ד

Genesis 4:1–5

ִ ִֹּאמר ָקנ
ֶ ת־קיִ ן וַ ת
ַ ת־חוָּ ה ִאשְּׁתֹו וַ תַּ ַהר וַ תֵּ ֶלד ֶא
ַ וְ ָה ָא ָדם יָ ַדע ֶא1
The man knew Eve, his wife, and she יתי ִאיׁש
conceived and bore Cain, and she said י־ה ֶבל ר ֹ ֵע ה צ ֹאן וְ ַק יִ ן ָהיָ ה
ֶ ת־ה ֶבל וַ יְ ִה
ָ ת־א ִחיו ֶא
ָ וַ ת ֶֹּסף ָל ֶל ֶדת ֶא2 :ֶאת־ה׳
“I have gained a son from God”. 2And :וַ יְ ִהי ִמ ֵּק ץ יָ ִמים וַ יָּ ֵבא ַק יִ ן ִמ פְּ ִר י ָה ֲא ָד ָמ ה ִמ נְ ָח ה ַלה׳3 :ע ֵֹבד ֲא ָד ָמ ה
she bore a second time his brother, ל־ה ֶבל וְ ֶאל־
ֶ ּומ ֶח ְל ֵב ֶהן וַ יִּשַׁ ע ה׳ ֶא
ֵ וְ ֶה ֶבל ֵה ִביא גַ ם־הּוא ִמבְּ כֹרֹות צֹאנֹו4
Abel. And Abel was a keeper of sheep
:אד וַ יִּפְּ לּו פָּ נָ יו
ֹ ל־מנְ ָחתֹו לֹא שָׁ ָעה וַ יִּ ַחר ְל ַקיִ ן ְמ
ִ ל־קיִ ן וְ ֶא
ַ וְ ֶא5 :ִמנְ ָחתֹו
3
and Cain worked the land. After some
time Cain brought fruit of the ground as an offering to God. 4And Abel, too,
Points to consider
brought the choicest of his flock and their fat. And God paid heed to Abel and
5
his offering. And to Cain and his offering, he did not pay heed. And Cain was
Why did Cain and Abel bring
offerings to God?
upset greatly and his face fell.
1

Definitions of words with the Hebrew root . ב. ר.ק

ָק ְרבָּ ן
ֶק ֶרב
ָקרֹוב
ְל ֵק ֵרב

sacrifice
interior
nearby
to bring closer

ָקרֹוב
ִק ְר ָבה
ְק ָר ִבי
ְל ִה ְת ַק ֵרב

relative
proximity
combat
to approach

 ְק ָרבbattle
 ְמק ָֹרבclose associate
 בְּ ָקרֹובsoon
Morfix.com

What makes an offering worthy
or unworthy? How did Cain
know that God had not paid
heed to him and his offering?
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Jeremiah 7:22–23

2

כג-כב:ירמיה ז

ָ
יאי
ִ הֹוצ
ִ יתים בְּ יֹום
ִ ִּיכם וְ לֹא ִצו
ֶ בֹות
ֵ ת־א
ֲ ֹא־דבַּ ְרתִּ י ֶא
ִ כִּ י ל22
For I did not speak to your fathers, אֹותם ֵמ ֶא ֶר ץ
nor commanded them, on the day that I אֹותם
ָ
יתי
ִ ִּת־ה ָּד ָבר ַהזֶּ ה ִצו
ַ ם־א
ֶ כִּ י ִא23 :עֹולה וָ זָ ַבח
ָ
ל־ד ְב ֵר י
ִּ ִמ ְצ ָר יִ ם ַע
brought them out from the land of Egypt, יּו־ל י ְל ָע ם וַ ֲה ַל ְכתֶּ ם
ִ אֹלהים וְ ַאתֶּ ם תִּ ְה
ִ יתי ָל ֶכם ֵל
ִ ִקֹולי וְ ָהי
ִ ֵלאמֹר שִׁ ְמעּו ְב
concerning burnt offerings and sacrifices.
:יטב ָל ֶכם
ַ ִל־ה ֶּד ֶרְך ֲאשֶׁ ר ֲא ַצוֶּ ה ֶא ְת ֶכם ְל ַמ ַען י
ַ בְּ ָכ
23
For I commanded them this thing,
saying: ‘Hear my voice, and I shall be your God, and you shall be my people. And you shall walk on each path that I shall
command to you, in order that it will go well for you.’
22

Moses Maimonides, Guide for the Perplexed, Part 3 Chapter 32

These verses have been difficult for all those whose words I have read or heard.
They say: “How can Jeremiah say that God did not command us concerning
burnt offerings and sacrifices, seeing as most of the commandments concern
precisely this?”
The intention of these verses is as I have explained to you, that He is saying:
“The primary intention was only that you will know Me and not serve beings
other than Me. I will be your God and you shall be My people. I commanded
this – to make offerings and bring them to the Temple – only for the sake of this
goal… Yet you have ignored this objective and taken hold of that which is only
the means of obtaining it, since you have doubted My existence.”

Exodus 30:11–16

Points to consider
How do you understand the opening
passage from Jeremiah? Do you agree
with Maimonides’ interpretation?
If ritual sacrifice was once the
mechanism through which the
Israelites came to know God, what
might we replace it with today?

טז-יא:שמות ל

ֶ כִּ י ִת ָּׂשא ֶאת־רֹאׁש בְּ נֵ י־יִ ְׂש ָר ֵאל ִל ְפ ֻק ֵד12 :מר
ֹ וַ יְ ַדבֵּ ר ה׳ ֶאל־מֹשֶׁ ה לֵּ א11
God spoke to Moses, saying: 12When יה ם
you take a census of the Israelites :א ָתם
ֹ א ָתם וְ לֹא־יִ ְהיֶ ה ָב ֶהם נֶ גֶ ף בִּ ְפקֹד
ֹ וְ נָ ְתנּו ִאיׁש כ ֶֹּפר נַ ְפׁשֹו ַלה׳ בִּ ְפקֹד
to register them, each shall pay to ל־ה פְּ ֻק ִד ים ַמ ֲח ִצ ית ַה ֶּׁש ֶק ל בְּשֶׁ ֶק ל ַהק ֶֹּד ׁש ֶע ְׂש ִר ים
ַ ל־העֹ ֵבר ַע
ָ ָּזֶ ה יִ תְּ נּו כ13
God a ransom for his life when he ל־ה פְּ ֻק ִד ים ִמ בֶּ ן
ַ כֹּל ָהעֹ ֵבר ַע14 :רּומה ַלה׳
ָ ְּגֵּ ָרה ַה ֶּׁש ֶקל ַמ ֲח ִצית ַה ֶּׁש ֶקל ת
is registered, so that no plague may  ֶה ָע שִׁ יר לֹא־יַ ְרבֶּ ה וְ ַה ַּד ל ל ֹא יַ ְמ ִעיט15 :רּומ ת ה׳
ַ ְּ ת,ֶע ְׂש ִר ים שָׁ נָ ה וָ ָמ ְע ָלה יִ תֵּ ן
come upon them through their being וְ ָל ַק ְחתָּ ֶאת־16 :יכם
ֶ שֹׁת
ֵ רּומת ה׳ ְל ַכפֵּ ר ַעל־נַ ְפ
ַ ְִּמ ַּמ ֲח ִצית ַה ָּׁש ֶקל ָל ֵתת ֶאת־ת
enrolled. 13This is what each who is
מֹועד וְ ָהיָ ה
ֵ
א ֶהל
ֹ ל־עבֹ ַדת
ֲ אתֹו ַע
ֹ ָּכֶּ ֶסף ַהכִּפֻּ ִר ים ֵמ ֵאת בְּ נֵ י יִ ְׂש ָר ֵאל וְ נָ ַתת
registered shall pay: a half-shekel by
:יכם
ֶ שֹׁת
ֵ ִל ְבנֵ י יִ ְׂש ָר ֵאל ְלזִ כָּ רֹון ִל ְפנֵ י ה׳ ְל ַכפֵּ ר ַעל־נַ ְפ
the sanctuary weight – twenty gerahs
to the shekel – a half-shekel as an
offering to God. 14Each who is registered from the age of twenty years up, shall
Points to consider
give God’s offering. 15The rich shall not pay more and the poor shall not pay less
than half a shekel when giving God’s offering to atone for yourselves. 16You shall
Why might the half-shekel have
been an appropriate offering in
take the atonement money from the Israelites and assign it to the service of the
the event of the census? When
Tent of Meeting; it shall be to the Israelites a reminder before God, as atonement
might money be an appropriate
for yourselves.
offering today?
11

Why is it important that each
of the Israelites offered the same
amount?
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ג-א:בראשית כב

Genesis 22:1–3

ֶ ת־א ְב ָר ָהם וַ י
ַ ֹלהים נִ ָּס ה ֶא
ִ וַ יְ ִהי ַא ַחר ַה ְּד ָב ִר ים ָה ֵאלֶּ ה וְ ָה ֱא1
Sometime afterwards, God put Abraham ֹּאמ ר ֵא ָל יו
to the test. He said to him: “Abraham,”
ָּר־א ַה ְבת
ָ
ֶֹּׁאמר ַקח־נָ א ֶאת־בִּ נְ ָך ֶאת־יְ ִח ְידָך ֲאש
ֶ וַ י2 :ֹּאמר ִהנֵּ נִ י
ֶ ַא ְב ָר ָהם וַ י
2
and he said: “Here I am”. And He said: ל־א ֶר ץ ַהמ ִֹּר יָּ ה וְ ַה ֲע ֵלהּו שָׁ ם ְל עֹ ָלה ַע ל ַא ַחד ֶה ָה ִר ים
ֶ ְך־לָך ֶא
ְ ֶאת־יִ ְצ ָחק וְ ֶל
3
“Take your son, your only one, whom you
... וַ יַּשְׁכֵּ ם ַא ְב ָר ָהם בַּב ֶֹּקר:ֲאשֶׁ ר א ַֹמר ֵא ֶליָך
love, Isaac, and go to the land of Moriah,
and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the heights that I will tell you.” 3And Abraham rose early in the morning…
1

יא-י:שמואל א א

1 Samuel 1:10–11

And she [Hannah] was bitter and
prayed to God and cried and wept. 11And
she vowed a vow, saying: “God of hosts,
if you surely see the suffering of your
maidservant and you have remembered
me and shall not forget your maidservant,
and so give to your maidservant the seed
of a child, then I will give him to God all
the days of his life and no razor will come
upon his head.”
10

ֹּאמר ה׳
ַ  וַ תִּ ד ֹּר נֶ ֶדר וַ ת:ּובכֹה ִת ְבכֶּ ה
ָ וְ ִהיא ָמ ַרת נָ ֶפׁש וַ תִּ ְתפַּלֵּ ל ַעל־ה׳10
ת־א ָמ ֶתָך
ֲ א־תשְׁכַּ ח ֶא
ִ ֹ אה ִת ְר ֶאה בָּ ֳענִ י ֲא ָמ ֶתָך ּוזְ ַכ ְרתַּ נִ י וְ ל
ֹ ם־ר
ָ ְצ ָבאֹות ִא
ּומֹורה לֹא־יַ ֲע ֶלה
ָ
וְ נָ ַתתָּ ה ַל ֲא ָמ ְתָך זֶ ַרע ֲאנָ שִׁ ים ּונְ ַתתִּ יו ַלה' כָּ ל־יְ ֵמי ַחיָּ יו
:ַעל־ר ֹאׁשֹו
11

Points to consider
What are the differences between Abraham’s intention and Hannah’s?
Which do you think is more virtuous?
In what ways might we offer our children to God today?

כא-יז:תהילים נא

Psalms 51:17–21

ָ א־ת ְחפֹּץ זֶ ַבח וְ ֶאתֵּ נָ ה
ַ ֹ  כִּ י ל:ּופי יַ גִּ יד תְּ ִהלָּ ֶתָך
ִ  ֲאד ֹנָ י ְׂש ָפ ַתי תִּ ְפתָּ ח17
My Lord, open my lips, and let my עֹולה
mouth declare Your praise. 18For You ֹלהים ל ֹא
ִ רּוח נִ שְׁבָּ ָרה ֵלב־נִ שְׁבָּ ר וְ נִ ְדכֶּ ה ֱא
ַ ֹלהים
ִ זִ ְב ֵחי ֱא19 :ל ֹא ִת ְר ֶצה
do not want me to bring sacrifices; You  ָאז תַּ ְח פֹּץ21 :ת־צּיֹון תִּ ְב נֶ ה חֹומֹות יְ רּושָׁ ִָלם
ִ יבה ִב ְרצֹונְ ָך ֶא
ָ יט
ִ  ֵה20 :ִת ְבזֶ ה
do not desire burnt offerings; 19True
:ל־מזְ בַּ ֲחָך ָפ ִר ים
ִ עֹולה וְ ָכ ִליל ָאז יַ ֲעלּו ַע
ָ י־צ ֶדק
ֶ זִ ְב ֵח
sacrifice to God is a broken spirit; God,
You shall not despise a broken and crushed heart. 20May it be Your will to make Zion prosper; rebuild the walls of Jerusalem.
21
Then You will want sacrifices offered in justice, burnt and whole offerings; then bulls shall be offered on Your altar.
17

18

Translation based on JPS, 1999.

Frequently Asked Questions, templeinstitute.org

No, the Temple Institute is not building the Temple offsite. We are building
a stone altar offsite so that when the opportunity arrives we can move it to
its proper location on the Mount. The Divine service, including the offerings
can begin before the building of the Temple itself, once the altar is built and
standing in its proper place.
The Temple Institute will wait for as long as it takes. The time for the building
of the Temple certainly isn’t up to us. […]
In short, it is not “technical” issues that are holding up the rebuilding of the
Holy Temple, as these can be worked out. What is needed is the will of the people
of Israel, and the nations, to do what is necessary and build the house of G-d.

Points to consider
Is prayer a suitable replacement for
ritual sacrifice? Why or why not?
The psalmist anticipates a return
to Temple sacrifice, perhaps in the
messianic age. Do you find this idea
appealing?

3
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ד-ב:משנה ביקורים ג

Mishnah Bikkurim 3:2–4

ִ יצד ַמ ֲע ִלין ֶאת ַה
ַ ֵּכ
How would they bring up the first fruits? בִּּכּור ים? כָּ ל ַה ֲעיָ רֹות שֶׁבַּ ַּמ ֲע ָמד ִמ ְתכַּ נְּ סֹות ָל ִעיר שֶׁ ל
All the towns of a region would go into the  ״קּומּו,אֹומ ר
ֵ
 וְ ַלמַּשְׁכִּ ים ָהיָ ה ַה ְמ ֻמנֶּ ה...חֹובּה שֶׁ ל ִעיר
ָ  וְ ָלנִ ין בִּ ְר,ַמ ֲע ָמד
regional capital and sleep in the squares...
:ֹלהינּו״
ֵ וְ נַ ֲע ֶלה ִצּיֹון ֶאל (בֵּ ית) ה׳ ֱא
One was appointed to wake them, saying: יאים גְּ רֹוגְ רֹות
ִ חֹוקים ְמ ִב
ִ  וְ ָה ְר,יאים ַהתְּ ֵאנִ ים וְ ָה ֲענָ ִבים
ִ רֹובים ְמ ִב
ִ ַה ְּק
“Arise! Let us go up to Zion, to the house
 וַ ֲע ָט ָרה שֶׁ ל זַּ יִ ת, וְ ַק ְרנָ יו ְמ ֻצּפֹות זָ ָהב,יהם
ֶ ֵהֹולְך ִל ְפנ
ֵ  וְ ַהּׁשֹור.ּמּוקים
ִ וְ ִצ
of the Lord our God!”
 וְ ָכל...יעים ָקרֹוב ִלירּושָׁ ַליִ ם
ִ ִּ ַעד שֶׁ ַּמג,יהם
ֶ ֵ ֶה ָח ִליל ַמכֶּ ה ִל ְפנ.בְּ ר ֹאׁשֹו
Those who were close would bring dates
״א ֵחינּו
ַ ,לֹומם
ָ ְׁׁשֹוא ִלין בִּש
ֲ ְיהם ו
ֶ ֵעֹומ ִד ים ִל ְפנ
ְ בַּ ֲע ֵלי ֻא ָּמנִ ּיֹות שֶׁבִּ ירּושָׁ ַליִ ם
and grapes and those who were far would
:אתם ְל ָשלֹום״
ֶ ָּ ב,ַאנְ שֵׁ י ַה ָּמקֹום פְּ לֹונִ י
bring dried figs and raisins. A bull would
ָ ִּרֹומ ְמָך ה׳ כִּ י ִדל
ִ ״א
ֲ ,(הגִּ ַיע ָל ֲעזָ ָרה) וְ ִדבְּ רּו ַה ְלוִ יִּ ם בַּ ִּׁשיר...
ִ
walk before them and its horns would be ית נִ י וְ ל ֹא
:)ב:ִׂש ַּמ ְחתָּ אֹיְ ַבי ִלי״ (תהלים ל
plated with gold and it would have an
olive wreath around its head. The flute would play before them until they got close to Jerusalem... And all the artisans of
Jerusalem would stand before them and greet them: “Our brothers from such-and-such a place, come in peace!”
...When they reached the Temple courtyard the Levites would speak in song: “I will extol You, God, because You have
raised me up and not allowed my enemies to rejoice over me” (Psalms 30:2).
Jonathan Sacks, Understanding Sacrifice

Points to consider
Why is it important that we make
offerings joyfully? Is the verse that
the priests sing appropriate?
In today’s world, where most
of us are not farmers, what do
we have to offer to God, to our
community, and to one another?

What, then, was sacrifice in Judaism and why does it remain important, at
least as an idea, even today? The simplest answer – though it does not explain
the details of the different kinds of offering – is this: We love what we are
willing to make sacrifices for. That is why, when they were a nation of farmers
and shepherds, the Israelites demonstrated their love of God by bringing Him
a symbolic gift of their flocks and herds, their grain and fruit; that is, their
livelihood. To love is to thank. To love is to want to bring an offering to the
Beloved. To love is to give. Sacrifice is the choreography of love.
rabbisacks.org/understanding-sacrifice-tzav-5776

Closing reflection

Mari son of Rabbi Huna said:
When saying goodbye to a friend, a
person should always be
in the middle of studying
some aspect of Torah with them.
In that way their friend
will remember them for it.

:ֲא ַמר ָמ ִרי ַבּר ַרב הוּנָ א
יִפּ ֵטר ָא ָדם
ָ א
ֵמ ֲח ֵברוֹ ֶא ָלּא
,ִמתּוֹ ְדּ ַבר ֲה ָל ָכה
שׁמּתּוֹ
ִ
.זוֹכרוֹ
ְ ָכּ
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