
Genesis 4:1–5
1The man knew Eve, his wife, and she 
conceived and bore Cain, and she said 
“I have gained a son from God”. 2And 
she bore a second time his brother, 
Abel. And Abel was a keeper of sheep 
and Cain worked the land. 3After some 
time Cain brought fruit of the ground as an offering to God. 4And Abel, too, 
brought the choicest of his flock and their fat. And God paid heed to Abel and 
his offering. 5And to Cain and his offering, he did not pay heed. And Cain was 
upset greatly and his face fell. 

sacrifice
interior
nearby
to bring closer

relative
proximity
combat
to approach

battle
close associate
soon

Definitions of words with the Hebrew root .ק.ר.ב

An invitation to learn
The tradition of studying together on Tikkun Leyl Shavuot – the eve of Shavuot 
– epitomises the Jewish passion for, and commitment to communal learning. 
The model of Chavruta – exploring Jewish texts with a partner or a group – 
creates a space for reflection, growth, participation, diversity and tolerance. 
Through this resource we hope to bring together the tradition of Tikkun Leyl 
Shavuot and the model of Chavruta to supplement your learning event.

These pages contain six sources which address the theme of ‘Offerings’ – 
exploring the relationship between intention and ritual, God and scripture, and 
the ultimate value of making offerings. Each source consists of either one or 
two texts, plus some discussion questions to get the conversation flowing. 

It is not necessary to explore every text, nor to answer every question.  
You may wish to study with a partner or in a group (or both) and the session 
may last for twenty minutes or for hours on end … the decisions are yours! 
However you choose to learn or teach the material, we hope that you will find 
it both stimulating and illuminating. 

chavruta@limmud.org

Prayer on entering  
a place of study

יְהִי רָצוֹן מִלְּפָנֶי�
ה׳ אֱ�הַי וֵא�הֵי אֲבוֹתַי 
שֶׁתָּאִיר עֵינַי בִּמְאוֹר תּוֹרָתֶ� 
וְתַצִּילֵנִי מִכָּל מִכְשׁוֹל וְטָעוּת …

כִּי ה׳ יִתֵּן חָכְמָה 
a resource for Tikkun Leyl Shavuotמִפִּיו דַעַת וּתְבוּנָה

May it be Your will 

God, my God, and the God 
of my ancestors, 

that you guide my eyes with 
the light of Your Torah 

and save me from stumbling 
and making mistakes …

For God gives wisdom 

and from God’s mouth 
come knowledge and 
understanding.

Points to consider
Why did Cain and Abel bring  
offerings to God? 

What makes an offering worthy  
or unworthy? How did Cain  
know that God had not paid  
heed to him and his offering?

Morfix.com

בראשית ד:א-ה
ֹּאמֶר קָנִיתִי אִישׁ  לֶד אֶת־קַיִן וַת הַר וֵַּת וֹתְּׁש וַַּת ה אִ 1וְהָאָדָם יָדַע אֶת־חַָּו

אֶת־ה׳: 2וַתֹּסֶף לָלֶדֶת אֶת־אָחִיו אֶת־הָבֶל וַיְהִי־הֶבֶל רעֵֹה צאֹן וְקַיִן הָיָה 
לַה׳:  מִנְחָה  הָאֲדָמָה  רִי  מְִּפ קַיִן  בֵא  וַיָּ יָמִים  ץ  מִקֵּ 3וַיְהִי  אֲדָמָה:  עֹבֵד 
ע ה׳ אֶל־הֶבֶל וְאֶל־ ַׁשִּ כֹרוֹת צאֹנוֹ וּמֵחֶלְבֵהֶן וַי 4וְהֶבֶל הֵבִיא גַם־הוּא מְִּב

נָיו: לוּ ָּפ ְּפִּ חַר לְקַיִן מְאֹד וַי עָה וַיִּ מִנְחָתוֹ: 5וְאֶל־קַיִן וְאֶל־מִנְחָתוֹ לאֹ ָׁש

ן קָרְָּב
קֶרֶב

קָרוֹב
לְקֵרֵב

קָרוֹב
קִרְבָה
קְרָבִי

לְהִתְקַרֵב

קְרָב
מְקֹרָב
קָרוֹב ְּב
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Jeremiah 7:22–23
22For I did not speak to your fathers, 
nor commanded them, on the day that I 
brought them out from the land of Egypt, 
concerning burnt offerings and sacrifices.
23For I commanded them this thing, 
saying: ‘Hear my voice, and I shall be your God, and you shall be my people.  And you shall walk on each path that I shall 
command to you, in order that it will go well for you.’

Moses Maimonides, Guide for the Perplexed, Part 3 Chapter 32

These verses have been difficult for all those whose words I have read or heard. 
They say: “How can Jeremiah say that God did not command us concerning 
burnt offerings and sacrifices, seeing as most of the commandments concern 
precisely this?”

The intention of these verses is as I have explained to you, that He is saying: 
“The primary intention was only that you will know Me and not serve beings 
other than Me. I will be your God and you shall be My people. I commanded 
this – to make offerings and bring them to the Temple – only for the sake of this 
goal…  Yet you have ignored this objective and taken hold of that which is only 
the means of obtaining it, since you have doubted My existence.”

Points to consider
How do you understand the opening 
passage from Jeremiah? Do you agree 
with Maimonides’ interpretation?

If ritual sacrifice was once the  
mechanism through which the  
Israelites came to know God, what  
might we replace it with today?

Points to consider
Why might the half-shekel have  
been an appropriate offering in  
the event of the census? When  
might money be an appropriate 
offering today?

Why is it important that each  
of the Israelites offered the same 
amount?

Exodus 30:11–16
11God spoke to Moses, saying: 12When 
you take a census of the Israelites 
to register them, each shall pay to 
God a ransom for his life when he 
is registered, so that no plague may 
come upon them through their being 
enrolled. 13This is what each who is 
registered shall pay: a half-shekel by 
the sanctuary weight – twenty gerahs 
to the shekel – a half-shekel as an 
offering to God. 14Each who is registered from the age of twenty years up, shall 
give God’s offering. 15The rich shall not pay more and the poor shall not pay less 
than half a shekel when giving God’s offering to atone for yourselves. 16You shall 
take the atonement money from the Israelites and assign it to the service of the 
Tent of Meeting; it shall be to the Israelites a reminder before God, as atonement 
for yourselves.

ירמיה ז:כב-כג
יוֹם הוֹצִיאִי אוֹתָם מֵאֶרֶץ  יתִים ְּב י אֶת־אֲבוֹתֵיכֶם וְלאֹ צִִּו רְִּת י לאֹ־דִַּב 22ִּכ

אוֹתָם  יתִי  צִִּו ה  הַזֶּ בָר  אִם־אֶת־הַדָּ י  23ִּכ וָזָבַח:  עוֹלָה  בְרֵי  עַל־דִּ מִצְרָיִם 
ם  הְיוּ־לִי לְעָם וַהֲלַכְֶּת ם ִּת מְעוּ בְקוֹלִי וְהָיִיתִי לָכֶם לֵאלֹהִים וְאֶַּת לֵאמֹר ִׁש

ה אֶתְכֶם לְמַעַן יִיטַב לָכֶם: ר אֲצֶַּו רֶךְ אֲֶׁש כָל־הַדֶּ ְּב

שמות ל:יא-טז
רָאֵל לִפְקֻדֵיהֶם  נֵי־יִשְׂ א אֶת־ראֹשׁ ְּב י תִשָּׂ אמֹר: 12ִּכ ה ֵּל ר ה׳ אֶל־מֶׁשֹ 11וַיְדֵַּב

פְקֹד אֹתָם:  פְקֹד אֹתָם וְלאֹ־יִהְיֶה בָהֶם נֶגֶף ִּב וְנָתְנוּ אִישׁ כֹּפֶר נַפְוֹשׁ לַה׳ ִּב
רִים  עֶשְׂ הַקֹּדֶשׁ  קֶל  ֶׁשְּב  קֶל  הַשֶּׁ מַחֲצִית  קֻדִים  עַל־הְַּפ ל־הָעֹבֵר  ָּכ נוּ  יְִּת 13זֶה 

ן  מִֶּב קֻדִים  עַל־הְַּפ הָעֹבֵר  14כֹּל  לַה׳:  רוּמָה  ְּת קֶל  הַשֶּׁ מַחֲצִית  קֶל  הַשֶּׁ רָה  גֵּ
ל לאֹ יַמְעִיט  ה וְהַדַּ יר לאֹ־יַרְֶּב רוּמַת ה׳: 15הֶעִָׁש ן, ְּת נָה וָמָעְלָה יִֵּת רִים ָׁש עֶשְׂ
ר עַל־נַפְֹׁשתֵיכֶם: 16וְלָקַחְָּת אֶת־ רוּמַת ה׳ לְכֵַּפ קֶל לָתֵת אֶת־ְּת חֲצִית הַשָּׁ מִמַּ
וְהָיָה  מוֹעֵד  אֹהֶל  עַל־עֲבדַֹת  אֹתוֹ  וְנָתַָּת  רָאֵל  יִשְׂ נֵי  ְּב מֵאֵת  רִים  ֻּפִּכ הַ סֶף  ֶּכ

ר עַל־נַפְֹׁשתֵיכֶם: רוֹן לִפְנֵי ה׳ לְכֵַּפ רָאֵל לְזִָּכ לִבְנֵי יִשְׂ
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Genesis 22:1–3
1Sometime afterwards, God put Abraham 
to the test.  He said to him: “Abraham,” 
and he said: “Here I am”. 2And He said: 
“Take your son, your only one, whom you 
love, Isaac, and go to the land of Moriah, 
and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the heights that I will tell you.” 3And Abraham rose early in the morning…

1 Samuel 1:10–11
10And she [Hannah] was bitter and 
prayed to God and cried and wept. 11And 
she vowed a vow, saying: “God of hosts, 
if you surely see the suffering of your 
maidservant and you have remembered 
me and shall not forget your maidservant, 
and so give to your maidservant the seed 
of a child, then I will give him to God all 
the days of his life and no razor will come 
upon his head.”

Frequently Asked Questions, templeinstitute.org

No, the Temple Institute is not building the Temple offsite. We are building 
a stone altar offsite so that when the opportunity arrives we can move it to 
its proper location on the Mount. The Divine service, including the offerings 
can begin before the building of the Temple itself, once the altar is built and 
standing in its proper place.

The Temple Institute will wait for as long as it takes. The time for the building 
of the Temple certainly isn’t up to us. […]

In short, it is not “technical” issues that are holding up the rebuilding of the 
Holy Temple, as these can be worked out. What is needed is the will of the people 
of Israel, and the nations, to do what is necessary and build the house of G-d.

Psalms 51:17–21
17My Lord, open my lips, and let my 
mouth declare Your praise. 18For You 
do not want me to bring sacrifices; You 
do not desire burnt offerings; 19True 
sacrifice to God is a broken spirit; God, 
You shall not despise a broken and crushed heart. 20May it be Your will to make Zion prosper; rebuild the walls of Jerusalem. 
21Then You will want sacrifices offered in justice, burnt and whole offerings; then bulls shall be offered on Your altar.

Translation based on JPS, 1999.

Points to consider
What are the differences between Abraham’s intention and Hannah’s?   
Which do you think is more virtuous?

In what ways might we offer our children to God today?

Points to consider
Is prayer a suitable replacement for 
ritual sacrifice? Why or why not?

The psalmist anticipates a return 
to Temple sacrifice, perhaps in the 
messianic age. Do you find this idea 
appealing?

בראשית כב:א-ג
אֵלָיו  ֹּאמֶר  וַי אֶת־אַבְרָהָם  ה  נִסָּ וְהָאֱלֹהִים  ה  הָאֵֶּל בָרִים  הַדְּ אַחַר  1וַיְהִי 

ר־אָהַבְָּת  נְךָ אֶת־יְחִידְךָ אֲֶׁש ֹּאמֶר קַח־נָא אֶת־ִּב נִי: 2וַי ֹּאמֶר הִנֵּ אַבְרָהָם וַי
ם לְעֹלָה עַל אַחַד הֶהָרִים  ה וְהַעֲלֵהוּ ָׁש רִיָּ אֶת־יִצְחָק וְלֶךְ־לְךָ אֶל־אֶרֶץ הַמֹּ

בַּבֹּקֶר... ם אַבְרָהָם  ֵּכְׁשַּ  ר אֹמַר אֵלֶיךָ: 3וַי אֲֶׁש

שמואל א א:י-יא
ֹּאמַר ה׳  דֹּר נֶדֶר וַת ה: 11וִַּת ל עַל־ה׳ וּבָכֹה תִבְֶּכ ֵּלַּפ תְ 10וְהִיא מָרַת נָפֶשׁ וִַּת

ח אֶת־אֲמָתֶךָ  ַּכְׁש נִי וְלאֹ־תִ עֳנִי אֲמָתֶךָ וּזְכַרְַּת צְבָאוֹת אִם־רָאֹה תִרְאֶה ָּב
יו וּמוֹרָה לאֹ־יַעֲלֶה  ל־יְמֵי חַיָּ יו לַה' ָּכ ים וּנְתִַּת ה לַאֲמָתְךָ זֶרַע אֲנִָׁש וְנָתַָּת

עַל־ראֹוֹשׁ:

תהילים נא:יז-כא
נָה עוֹלָה  י לאֹ־תַחְפֹּץ זֶבַח וְאֵֶּת תֶךָ: 18ִּכ הִָּל יד ְּת ח וּפִי יַגִּ פְָּת פָתַי ִּת 17אֲדנָֹי שְׂ

לאֹ  אֱלֹהִים  ה  וְנִדְֶּכ ר  ָּבְׁש לֵב־נִ רָה  ָּבְׁש נִ רוּחַ  אֱלֹהִים  19זִבְחֵי  תִרְצֶה:  לאֹ 
חְפֹּץ  ַּת 21אָז  ם:  לִָ יְרָׁשוּ חוֹמוֹת  בְנֶה  ִּת אֶת־צִוֹיּן  בִרְצוֹנְךָ  20הֵיטִיבָה  תִבְזֶה: 

חֲךָ פָרִים: זִבְחֵי־צֶדֶק עוֹלָה וְכָלִיל אָז יַעֲלוּ עַל־מִזְַּב
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Limmud is an international 
community of Jewish learning 
founded in the UK in 1980.

Almost every week, there will 
be a Limmud activity or event 
somewhere in the world. These 
are organised by independent 
grassroots groups following shared 
values which include choice, 
diversity and volunteerism. Groups, 
volunteers, participants, presenters 
and supporters connect through 
the Limmud experience and by 
collaborations such as this  
Tikkun Leyl Shavuot project.

This material was collected and edited by 
Robin Cooke (aka Mikhael Reuven), with 
support from Jeremy Tabick and Robin Moss.  
Designed by Uri Berkowitz.
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Points to consider
Why is it important that we make 
offerings joyfully? Is the verse that 
the priests sing appropriate?

In today’s world, where most 
of us are not farmers, what do 
we have to offer to God, to our 
community, and to one another?

 אֲמַר מָרִי בַּר רַב הוּנָא:
 �א יִפָּטֵר אָדָם 
 מֵחֲבֵרוֹ אֶלָּא 
 מִתּוֹ� דְּבַר הֲלָכָה, 
 שׁמִּתּוֹ�
כָּ� זוֹכְרוֹ.

Mari son of Rabbi Huna said:  
When saying goodbye to a friend, a 

person should always be  
in the middle of studying  

some aspect of Torah with them.  
In that way their friend  

will remember them for it.
Talmud, Eruvin 64a

Closing reflection
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at	limmud.org or limmudinternational.org

Mishnah Bikkurim 3:2–4

How would they bring up the first fruits? 
All the towns of a region would go into the 
regional capital and sleep in the squares... 
One was appointed to wake them, saying: 
“Arise! Let us go up to Zion, to the house 
of the Lord our God!” 

Those who were close would bring dates 
and grapes and those who were far would 
bring dried figs and raisins. A bull would 
walk before them and its horns would be 
plated with gold and it would have an 
olive wreath around its head. The flute would play before them until they got close to Jerusalem... And all the artisans of 
Jerusalem would stand before them and greet them: “Our brothers from such-and-such a place, come in peace!” 

...When they reached the Temple courtyard the Levites would speak in song: “I will extol You, God, because You have 
raised me up and not allowed my enemies to rejoice over me” (Psalms 30:2).

Jonathan Sacks, Understanding Sacrifice

What, then, was sacrifice in Judaism and why does it remain important, at 
least as an idea, even today? The simplest answer – though it does not explain 
the details of the different kinds of offering – is this: We love what we are 
willing to make sacrifices for. That is why, when they were a nation of farmers 
and shepherds, the Israelites demonstrated their love of God by bringing Him 
a symbolic gift of their flocks and herds, their grain and fruit; that is, their 
livelihood. To love is to thank. To love is to want to bring an offering to the 
Beloved. To love is to give. Sacrifice is the choreography of love.

rabbisacks.org/understanding-sacrifice-tzav-5776

משנה ביקורים ג:ב-ד
ל  סוֹת לָעִיר ֶׁש נְּ עֲמָד מִתְַּכ מַּ ַּבֶׁש ל הַעֲיָרוֹת  וּכִּּברִים? ָּכ יצַד מַעֲלִין אֶת הַ ֵּכ
ה אוֹמֵר, ״קוּמוּ  ים הָיָה הַמְמֻנֶּ ִּכְׁשַּ  ל עִיר... וְלַמ רְחוֹבָהּ ֶׁש מַעֲמָד, וְלָנִין ִּב

ית( ה׳ אֱלֹהֵינוּ״:  וְנַעֲלֶה צִוֹיּן אֶל )ֵּב
רוֹגְרוֹת  גְּ מְבִיאִים  וְהָרְחוֹקִים  וְהָעֲנָבִים,  אֵנִים  הְַּת מְבִיאִים  רוֹבִים  הַקְּ
יִת  ל זַּ וְצִוּמּקִים. וְהַוֹשּׁר הוֹלֵךְ לִפְנֵיהֶם, וְקַרְנָיו מְצֻוֹפּת זָהָב, וַעֲטָרָה ֶׁש
וְכָל  לַיִם...  לִירָׁשוּ קָרוֹב  יעִים  גִּ מַּ ֶׁש עַד  לִפְנֵיהֶם,  ה  מֶַּכ הֶחָלִיל  ראֹוֹשׁ.  ְּב
לוֹמָם, ״אַחֵינוּ  ְׁשִּב לַיִם עוֹמְדִים לִפְנֵיהֶם וְוֹשׁאֲלִין  ירָׁשוּ ִּבֶׁש נִוֹיּת  עֲלֵי אֻמָּ ַּב

אתֶם לְשָלוֹם״:  לוֹנִי, ָּב קוֹם ְּפ י הַמָּ אַנְֵׁש
וְלאֹ  יתָנִי  דִִּל י  ִּכ ה׳  ״אֲרוֹמִמְךָ  יר,  שִּׁ ַּב ם  הַלְוִיִּ רוּ  וְדְִּב לָעֲזָרָה(  יעַ  ...)הִגִּ

חְָּת אֹיְבַי לִי״ )תהלים ל:ב(: מַּ שִׂ


